
 

WOOLMER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of meeting held 11 November 2025 

 

Present: Cllrs A Gribble (Chairman), P Corke (Vice Chairman), J Castle-Ridpath, T Dix, S Hall, G Pinney. 
                 
In attendance: Mrs J. Pearce (Clerk). Borough Cllrs J Cragg & T Mitchinson. 

 

7.1 To receive apologies for absence: County Cllr T Kingsbury. 
7.2 To consider requests for dispensation and pecuniary & other interests on items on the  
      agenda: None. 
7.3 To receive petitions, comments and questions from the public: None. 
7.4 To approve minutes of Council Meeting 14 October: Resolved: The minutes of the Council Meeting 

of 14 October were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
7.5 To receive reports on meetings & events attended by Councillors: Cllrs Gribble, Corke, Castle-

Ridpath, Dix & Hall attended the Remembrance Service. Cllr Hall attended the October market. 
7.6 To receive The Clerk’s Report: The Clerk’s Report was noted. 
7.7 Planning (Cllr Dix) 
 a) 6/2025/1871/LAWP 62 Carvers Croft, Certificate of lawfulness for garage conversion with insertion of  
 window to side elevation: No comment. 
 b) 6/2025/1060/COND Land off London Road, archaeology: No decision to report. 
 c) 6/2025/1501/RM, Land off London Road, Approval of reserved matters: No decision to report. 
 d) 6/2025/1351/COND 22A London Road: No decision to report. 
 e) 6/2025/0603/MAJ 61 London Road: No decision to report. 
 f) 6/2025/0847/OUTLINE Land adjacent to 52 London Road: No decision to report. 
7.8 Hall (Cllr Corke & Pinney) & Grounds: (Cllr Dix)  
 a) To consider quote to replace changing room basin taps: Resolved: To accept quote from Frontline  
 Plumbing for £305+VAT. 
 b) To consider quotes for window cleaning: Resolved: To accept quote from DR Clean Team for £65 first  
 clean and £40 per month. 
 c) To receive update on WiFi upgrade: Enquiries have been made for upgrading the WiFi and it was  
 agreed to cancel the hall landline telephone. Further discussions with BT are required. Action: Cllr Dix.  
 d) To consider quote for playground repairs: Awaiting quotation. 
 e) To consider quote to repair hall grounds/Wolves Mere fence: The Council requested concrete posts.  
 Resolved: To accept quote from Tyler Fencing for £1,585+VAT. 
7.9 Finance: (Cllr Hall) 
 a) To receive and approve the payments for October: Resolved: To approve payments for October.   
 b) To note receipt of income for October: £26,064.18. 
 c) To review accounts performance against budget for October: Hall takings are £2,000 above budget  
 and income is above the forecast. The HCC estate management company has not responded to an email   
 from the Parish Council saying if the former Family Centre lease invoice is not paid it will seek legal  
 advice. It was agreed to ask County Cllr T Kingsbury for details of a senior HCC official that could help to  
 resolve this issue.                                                                                                     Action: Clerk. 
 d) To receive bank reconciliation for October: Resolved: To approve the bank reconciliation for  
 October. 
 e) To discuss budget 2026/27: The Council made some adjustments to the draft budget and proposed  
 increasing the precept by 3.8%. 
 f) To receive update on collection for a Judith Watson memorial bench: It was not possible to set up an  
 online giving page. Collections will take place at the Red Lion, Christmas Market and contributions can be  
 made by cheque & bank transfer.   
 j) To receive update on Miller Homes Community Fund application: Awaiting result of application. 
 k) To consider a project for the UK Shared Prosperity Fund: To submit application to repair some of the  
 boarding in the tennis court.                                                                                      Action: Clerk. 
 l) To consider a project for Climate Action Small Grant: To submit application to replace hall lights with  
 LEDs.                                                                                                                      Action: Clerk. 
 m) To discuss WHBC Lottery: The Council agreed to cancel the Lottery for the Christmas Tree as the  
 Red Lion has made a donation to cover the cost. It was proposed to submit a new proposal for tennis  
 court improvements.                                                                                                 Action: Clerk. 
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7.10 Environment (Cllr Corke) & Transport: (Cllr Gribble) 
 a) To receive update on puffin crossing: A meeting between HCC Highways, WHBC Enforcement and the  
 site owner will take place on Tuesday 18 November. 
 b) To discuss other highways matters: (i) A resident raised the issue of overgrown vegetation between  
 Woolmer Green and Knebworth but this has been reported to Highways on two occasions and is not a  
 priority. (ii) The Wolves Mere road sign is damaged and will be reported. (iii) The issue of street parking  
 by church visitors was raised.  
 c) To discuss parking on common land: A letter will be sent to the resident concerned.    Action: Clerk. 
7.11 Community (Cllrs Corke & Pinney) 

 a) To consider candidates for the Community Award 2025: It was agreed to posthumously award 
founder and first Chairman of the Parish Council, Judith Watson, for her service to the community. 

7.12 To choose image for Christmas card: An attractive winter photo was chosen. 
7.13 To receive announcements. (for information only): 
      a) Reverends Nicky Jackson & Will Ellis can attend the Carols round the Tree event. 
7.14 To agree date of next Council meeting – Council Meeting Tuesday December at 7.30pm.     
 
Meeting ended 20.50. 
 
JRP 12.11.25                     
 
 
                                                                                                        
             
 Signed:_____________________________              Date:___________________________ 

      Chairman.                                                                                                                              
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